In order not to conflict with an Eastern 
Connecticut Regional Planning Con- 
ference, the date of the annual mem- 
bership meeting of the Connecticut 
Chapter of the Nature Conservancy has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, October 10, 
1971. It will be held at 2:00 p.m. in the 
auditorium of the Buchanan School in 
Manchester, Connecticut. 

The meeting will be open to the public 

d members are urged to attend and 
bring guests. 

In addition to hearing reports on Chapter 
affairs and the election of new officers and 
trustees, the meeting will hear a talk by 
Alexander B. Adams. Mr. Adams is a 
- noted conservationist and author. 

He has served as President and 
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
national office of The Nature Con- 
servancy. In addition, Mr. Adams has 
served as an officer or trustee of numerous 


conservation groups throughout the United 
States. He is an honorary curator at large 
of the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh and 
has served as a consultant to the National 
Park Service in the publication of the 
“First World Conference on National 
Parks.” 

Mr. Adams is the author of ‘‘Eleventh 
Hour: A Hard Look at Conservation” and 
numerous articles on conservation sub- 
jects. Other books by him include ‘John 
James Audubon,” ‘‘Eternal Quest: The 
Story of the Great Naturalists,’’ and 
“Geronimo: A Biography.” 

The Joshua Tract Conservation and 
Historical Trust will be hosts of the 
meeting. Our Chapter trustee, Miss 
Dorothy Goodwin, is President of the trust 
and will describe its activities at the 
meeting. Following the meeting, visits will 
be scheduled to the lands of Joshua’s 
Tract. 
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Charles Clark leads workshop session at Conservation Seminar at Kent School. — Photo by 
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Alexander Adams, Speaker -:- Joshua Tract Trust Our Host 


How to Get There 


The Buchanan School is a single story 
white frame and gray stone building witha 
sign for the office of the school superin- 
tendent, about one-quarter mile east of 
Mansfield Center on the south side of 
Route 89. 

From the north — Exit 99 from Wilbur 
Cross Highway, Route 195 through Storrs 
to Mansfield Center, left on 89. 

From the south — To Willimantic on 
Route 32 to Main Street, left on Main one 
block to first traffic light. Right at traffic 
light on 195 and north to Mansfield Center. 

From the east — Either Route6 to traffic 
light, Willimantic Main St. and follow 
directions from there given for south 
approach. Or west on Route 44 to 
Warrensville, left on Route 89, south and 
west on 89, 8 to 10 miles to Buchanan 
School on left. 


———_ 


100 Join Study 


On Saving and 
Protecting Land 


More than 100 persons participated in 
land conservation workshop sessions at 
the Chapter’s meeting June 12, 1971 at 
Kent School. 

The sessions were under the direction of 
Vice Chairman Tom Gaines and consisted 
of five discussion groups. Tom was 
assisted by discussion leaders including 
Charles Clark, Bill De Sousa, Cliff 
Emanuelson, Dick Goodwin, Haynes 
Johnson, Steve Keiley and Phil Smith. 

The discussions were held outdoors and 
covered many aspects of land acquisition 
and preservation. The following were 
among the topics discussed in detail: 

1. The need to carefully evaluate land 
being considered for preservation. Is the 
land worth saving, and is it significant 
from the standpoint of the ecologist, 
botanist and geologist? 

2. There are various methods for land 
preservation including not only outright 
ownership by a land conservation 
organization, but also the use of con- 
servation easements and reverter clauses. 

3. Difficulties related to the preservation 
of land with buildings were discussed, 
particularly where there are no en- 
dowment funds for their care and 
protection. 

4. The question of eminent domain was 
discussed with relation to lands of The 
Nature Conservancy. While such lands are 
Subject to eminent domain, past ex- 
perience has shown that government 
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David Sive (left) makes a point on man’s need for a natural environment and for electrical 


power at Seminar Energy Panel, as colleagues listen. On his left Dr. Carlos Stern, 
Moderator Haynes Johnson, Dr. Rita Kaunitz and Mr. Charles Bragg. — Photo hy Noel 


Thomas. 


Power Leader Sees 


Steady Surge to 


Protect Resources 


Four outstanding speakers in the field of 
natural resources and electrical power 
shared an Energy Panel sponsored by the 
Sierra Club for the Conservation Seminar 
at Kent School. 

The moderator was Haynes Johnson, 
legal counsel for the club. Panel members 
and highlights of what they said were: 

Charles Bragg, vice-president, Nor 
theast Utilities, Inc., congratulated the 250 
conservationists at the Panel session and 
those throughout the state “‘for organizing 
and doing an effective job’ of protecting 
natural resources throughout the state. 


Land Trust Hears 
How NC Can Help 


G. William De Sousa, chairman of the 
Connecticut Chapter, Nature Con- 
servancy, told the annual meeting of the 
Naromi Land Trust, Inc., of Sherman, 
Conn., in July how Conservancy and 
community land trusts can team up for 
their mutual good in working to save 
ecologically valuable land. 


He said he had advised Chapter mem- 
bers to join land trusts of their com- 
munities to increase cooperation. And 
Conservancy could help Land Trusts 
acquire properties by loans from a 
revolving line of credit, in cooperative 
land acquisition projects. 


Conservancy also can relieve the 
worries of potential land donors to Trusts 
about the possibility that land trust cor- 
porations might become inactive in future 
years. In such a case, a reverter clause 
giving Conservancy the right to step in and 
legally protect the donor’s land against 
misuse would ease the way for gifts to 
Land Trusts. 


He outlined the problem his industry 
faces — probable doubling of power 
requirements every ten years — and said: 
‘‘We want to keep the lights on at Kent 
School and elsewhere.’’ 

David Sive, conservation attorney, 
recommended Thoreau’s advice to seek 
‘“‘the elevation of mankind” rather than 
the multiplication of gadgets using elec- 
trical energy. 

Dr. Rita M. Kaunitz, member of the 
State Clean Air Commission, urged con- 
servationists to unite into a single body to 
act as a watchdog in Hartford at the of- 
ficial level and to lobby environmental 
protection bills through the Assembly. 

Dr. Carlos Stern, assistant professor, 
environmental economics, University of 
Connecticut, foresaw ‘‘no environmentally 
acceptable way of generating new power 


at this time.”’ 
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Help Spread the Word 


Members of the Connecticut Chapter are 
asked by Mrs. Thomas Gaines, our 
publicity chairman, to help her spread 
the cause of The Nature Conservancy 
across the state. 


This can be done by clipping out of any 
publication news of Conservancy events 
and acquisitions, writing the date and the 
name of the publication on the margin, and 
mailing it to her at this address: Mrs. 
Thomas Gaines, c-o Connecticut Chapter 
Office, 151 Brookdale Road, Stamford 
Conn. 06903. 


If you will do this much, it will help her 
more effectively to present the story of our 
accomplishments to the public. Thanks 
very much. 
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“We are eager to help you acquire 
land,”” Mr. De Sousa said. Naromi has 
more than doubled its membership to 230 
members. Richard C. Lounsbury was 


unanimously elected chairman of the 
Trust by members. 


Mrs. Agnew ( Shirley) Talcott, chairman, 
opens the Conservation Seminar at Kent 
School on June 12. Mrs. Talcott planned 
and coordinated this very successful 
event. — Photo by Noel Thomas. 


Conservancy 


Helps Preserve 
5000 Acres 


The Nature Conservancy has helped to 
preserve more than 5,000 ecologically 
valuable acres of land in Connecticut, G. 
William De Sousa, chairman of the Con- 
necticut Chapter, told 250 people at the 
Conservation Seminar at Kent School on 
June 12. 


He reported that the Chapter had added 
500 acres in the last year, with more than 
250 acres pending. 


He shared the platform with Stephen 
Keiley, eastern regional director, who 
illustrated with colored slides the work of 
Conservancy in conserving valuable lands 
from destruction across the nation. 


For the Sierra Club, joint sponsor with 
Kent School and Conservancy of the 
Seminar, Dr. William Reifsnyder of the 
Yale School of Forestry, reported that its 
membership had passed the 1,000 mark. 
The club is interested in the wise use of 
natural resources in the widest sense, he 
emphasized. 


In the afternoon Kent School and the 
Sierra Club jointly presented a workshop 
on conservation education. 


Buses took seminar participants & 
nearby Pond Mountain Natural Area, a 
trust set up with the aid of Nature Con- 
servancy. Trustees and other members of 
the Trust took visitors on woodland walks 
and pointed out natural features of the 
beauty spot. 


102 BOARDS NOW 
One hundred and two of the 169 
municipalities in Connecticut now have 
Conservation Commissions. 


tural Resources, addresses Con- 
servation Seminar at Kent School. — 
Photo by Noel Thomas. 


Top Priority Given 
To Tidal Wetlands 


John Macdonald, Commissioner of 
Natural Resources, told the Conservation 
Seminar at Kent that he would give top 
priority in the use of “‘limited state funds 
for conservation’ to tidal wetlands. 

Meanwhile, he was studying the problem 
of protecting freshwater wetlands with a 
number of experts. Probably it will be 
handled in an open space type of program, 
he added. 

The new Commissioner of En- 
vironmental Protection will have wide 
powers, he said. He will be “‘the czar’’ on 
pesticides, for example. He will have 
deputy commissioners on solid wastes, on 
conservation and natural resources, and 
on enforcements of laws against pollution. 
Commissions which handled such 
problems will go out of existence. 

A nine-member committee is drawing 
up an environmental plan for the new 
Commissioner, Mr. Macdonald stated. 


Reed Is New Chairman 
Of Glastonbury Group 


Mr. H. William Reed, Jr., was elected 
chairman of the Glastonbury Sub-Chapter 
of The Nature Conservancy, after serving 
as vice-chairman in 1970. He will head the 
Sub-Chapter during the coming year. 

Elected with him as officers were Mr. 
Linus M. Raring, vice-chairman; Miss 
Beatrice Coward, secretary, and Mrs. 
William C. Haggis, treasurer. Mr. Richard 
J. Mihm and Mr. Ross C. Powell were 
elected trustees for three years. 
he officers were presented by a 
Nominating Committee consisting of Mrs. 
J. Bard McNulty, chairman, Mr. John M. 
Finnery and Mrs. Gerhard R. Schade. 

Trustees continuing on the board are Mr. 
Richard C. Huttinger and Mr. Robert S. 
Fellows for two years, and Mr. Dana B. 
Waring and Mr. Russell L. Brenneman for 
one year. 

Mr. Clyde S. Brooks is going off the 
board after serving three years. Mr. 
Robert P. Waterman has resigned because 
of additional duties at Trinity. 


Bill De Sousa, Connecticut Chapter Chairman, leading a Conservancy Workshop at the 


Conservation Seminar, Kent School, as sun dapples water behind him. — Photo by Noel 


Thomas. 

The Chapter 
Chairman 
Notes That... 

by BILL DE SOUSA 

This is my last Oak Leaf column as 
Chairman of our Chapter. Next month I 
will complete my ‘second term as Chair- 
man and under our Chapter by-laws, the 
Chairman may not serve more than two 
consecutive terms. It has been a most 
stimulating and personally enjoyable 
experience to serve as Chairman. I have 
come to know many of you personally, and 
the opportunity to work closely with such a 
fine group means a great deal to me. 

At our annual membership meeting we 
will elect our new slate of officers. I expect 
to remain active in the work of the Con- 
servancy, and hope I can assist our new 
Chairman in the same way former 
Chairmen Happy Egler, Shirley Talcott 
and Charlie Clark have supported me. 

Charlie Clark heads our Chapter 
nominating committee. We will be electing 
in addition to the chairman, our vice 
chairman, secretary, treasurer and two 
trustees. Charlie will welcome 
suggestions. You may write to him at our 
Chapter office. 

In my final column as Chairman, I would 
like to stress three points which I consider 
of utmost importance to the future of 
natural area preservation in Connecticut. 

First, we need to increase membership 
in our Chapter and general awareness of 
The Nature Conservancy and its purpose. 
We have been gaining members, but we 
need many more. Our accomplishments 
can be much greater if we have more 
supporters looking for land preservation 
opportunities and the greater financial 
resources an expanded membership will 
bring. 

THe second point is one that I stressed in 
the December 1970 issue of the Oak Leaf. 


Our members should work closely with 
Conservation Commissions of our Con- 
necticut Towns in fostering conservation 
in our communities. We have a great 
opportunity in Connecticut, but we must 
act now if we are to preserve much of our 
natural heritage. 


If your town does not have a Con- 
servation Commission, you have an out- 
standing opportunity to press for this 
constructive step. In most instances, our 
towns without Conservation Commissions 
are the ones with the largest natural areas, 
but lack awareness of the environmental 
threat which exists to the quality of life in 
all of our towns, large and small. 


My third point relates to cooperation 
between our Chapter and local land con- 
servation corporations, sometimes 
referred to as ‘‘land trusts’. These 
organizations are dedicated to the same 
principles of land preservation as The 
Nature Conservancy. There is no element 
of competition between us — we are 
working for common goals and can help 
each other achieve them. 


Joint projects cafi be undertaken with 
land trusts. If the trusts are so organized, 
and have sufficient members, they can 
establish tax status the same as The 
Nature Conservancy. Under these cir- 
cumstances, much greater flexibility 
exists for joint projects and transfers of 
land between organizations to assure the 
best possible stewardship. Reverter 
clauses, providing for land to pass from 
land trust to Conservancy or vice-versa if 
the organization owning the land is unable 
to preserve it, can provide assurance of 
maximum future protection to donated 
land. 

I strongly urge our members to join and 
support land trusts in their communities. 
The job to be done is too great for the 
Conservancy alone. We need this great 
source of added strength. 

I hope all of you and your friends are 
able to attend our annual meeting on 
October 10 in Manchester. 


Four 

100 Join 
(Continued from Page 1) 

agencies seek to avoid condemnation of 

nature preserves if at all possible. 

5. Fund raising techniques to secure 
funds to purchase significant lands were 
discussed with emphasis on such subjects 
as: publicity, direct approaches to 
potential major donors, seeking matching 
gift commitments, help of organizations 
such as women’s clubs, garden clubs and 
other conservation-oriented organizations, 
use of direct mail and having deadline 
target dates. 

6. Preserve Management techniques 
were discussed at length. Whether to open 
preserves to the public, and how to assess 
damaging effects in time to take correc- 
tive action were two of the difficult 
questions discussed. 

- In a discussion of trail maintenance, it 

was pointed out that closing trails and 
utilizing alternate routes could enable 
recovery from excessive use. Except for 
trail barriers, it was felt best not to disturb 
fallen trees and limbs. 

Preserve markers were discussed and 
the conclusion reached that thin plastic is 
both durable and inexpensive. Painted 
symbols on trees and rocks work well to 
mark trails. 


Save Buttermilk Falls 
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This photograph was made by Steven 
Nestler, 36 Cottage Grove Road, Bloom- 
field, Connecticut. He is a free-lance 
photographer who has indicated he will 


give copies of the picture on matte paper to 
future donors of $50.00 or more to our 
Buttermilk Falls Project. We still have 
almost $9,000. to raise to complete this 
project, and Mr. Nestler’s generous offer 
is deeply appreciated. He is seeking a 
position as a photography teacher and 
would appreciate learning about any 
teaching opportunities. 


Sobering Thought 


‘‘Sobering first thought,’’ wrote Editor 
Marion Gough for the May, 1971, issue of 
‘‘House Beautiful.” 

Then the editor quoted the estimate of 
Dr. Robert Jenkins, scientific advisor of 
The Nature Conservancy, that ‘‘two acres 
of ground go under concrete in the United 
States every minute.”’ 

He made this statement at the 1970 
annual members’ meeting of the Con- 
necticut Chapter at Bartlett Arboretum, 
Stamford, to show what is happening — as 
Editor Gough expressed it for readers — 
“to the land we have to live off, 
specifically fresh-water wetlands.” 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 


The Nature Conservancy, 
151 Brookdale Road, 
Stamford, Conn., 06903 


‘PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE NATURE CONSERVANCY. 
MY CONTRIBUTION TO THIS IMPORTANT CONTINUING EFFORT IS 


C) $1,000 or more (J) $300 or more 
(Patron) (Life) 


[] $100 or more 
(Guaranfor) 


[] $50 or more 
(Supporting) 


[] $25 or more 
(Contributing) 
C] $5 (Annual) 
Members receive the Conservancy's Quarterly News and The Oak Leaf. 
Residents are automatically members of the Connecticut Chapter. Residents of other states may join 
the Connecticut Chapter by so requesting on their applications. 


{[] $10 or more 
(Sustaining) 


National Office: 1800 North Kent St. Suite 800, Newsletter Editor: Newell Rogers e 
Arlington, Va. 22209 Box 26, 


Warren, Conn. 06754 


Conn. Chapter Office: 151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 


Any material published #m this Newsletter may 
be reprinted without permission; credit would 
be appreciated. 


The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for the Chapter Newsletter. 


G. William De Sousa 
21 Silver Brook Road 
Westport, Conn. 06880 


chapter Chairman: 


